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it was strongly opposed to the formation of a big army because
it saw in this a possible danger to its predominance.
In France and Germany the nobility preserved their character
as a warrior caste much more than was the case in England.
In both countries the warlike spirit was maintained not merely
by great wars against foreign enemies but also through incessant
internal wars and feuds. Many attempts to restrict the feuds
were made by the Church and the kings but for a long time with
little success. In Germany the breakdown of the imperial power
in Italy after the death of Frederick II and its consequences
deprived the knights of their employment in imperial service,
impoverished them and forced them to become robbers, in which
capacity for centuries they committed the greatest atrocities
against the German people. This had the consequence that the
knights and the middle class became extremely hostile to one
another, that a spirit of violence permeated all classes, and that
the social tension between the upper and lower classes became
more acute than in any other country. A main reason why no
central Parliament could develop in Germany was the long degra-
dation of the knights to a robber class, which unfitted them for
political leadership. The German episcopate which was mainly
in the hands of the nobility was deeply infected by its warlike
and ruthless spirit and the lack of a strong central authority led
to constant class struggles and to revolutions. In the towns the
patricians overturned the rule of the bishops and nobles and
subsequently their reign was overturned by the artisans. The
peasants often rose against their lords and were defeated and
cruelly punished. The fierce antagonism between the classes was
later partly aggravated and partly replaced by the hatred between
Catholics and Protestants. This mentality was the chief reason
why Germany lagged so far behind other nations on the road to
national unity and liberty. In France, national unity was at
last restored and enlarged by the progress of royal absolutism,
though at the expense of liberty. In Germany it was mainly
the absolute power of the territorial princes which gradually
succeeded in putting down anarchy, and in restoring a reign of
law, though at the expense of unity and liberty.
The national differences in the position and mentality of
classes and their influence on the national character did not
escape the attention of mediaeval writers. John of Salisbury
(twelfth century) complains of the inefficiency and sluggishness
of EngKsh military leaders in struggles with the savage Welsh,
who were devastating English territory, and he praises the former